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repeatedly tried to win Goebbels over to a moderate foreign
policy. I was used to having to deal with a robust type of
Nazi, and, assuming that this intellectual would be more
likely to appreciate the motives of my own policy, I over-
came my repugnance to this reptile. But Goebbels did not
fall in with my ideas. He insisted that there was no possi-
bility of war, "unless we ourselves want it.33 With reference
to Britain and France he said: "Those people have grown
too comfortable to cut down their high standard of living,
even for a few years, in order to maintain their position for
the future."

He seemed to be particularly satisfied at the growing
political tension and confusion, and advised me not to worry
about temporary difficulties. "We have to get used to work-
ing with high-tension current." Later, when I proposed to
call on him in the Prinz Friedrich Leopold Palace, he
refused to receive me. Instead I had an informative talk
with one of his adjutants, an ex-police officer still suffering
severely from wounds received in the last war. His brother,
incidentally, was a friend of mine. This officer was totally
unaffected by criticism of Goebbels and was completely
devoted to him; he regarded him as not only the cleverest
but the noblest and most helpful of men, a true philan-
thropist, and a good comrade who treated him with the
greatest consideration at times when his war wound
afflicted him.

The "Doctor*" he said, was the most brilliant man con-
ceivable, It was a pity that the Ftihrer did not provide him
with the field of activity, that was really his due. So far as
this officer could judge, Dr. Goebbels had entirely new
ideas which might be described as a revolutionary strategy.
In a future war, for instance, the supreme command might
not lie in the hands of the military. Suck a war would BO
longer consist only of armed conflicts; these would have to
conform very closely to a general plaa drawn up not by any
means from purely military considerations*

To himself* as a former officer, such ideas had naturally
been at first thoroughly alarming- They were all so new
and unfamiliar to him.- Not to attack^ for instance, when
from a military standpoint the attack should be made, but